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Canned Food Prices Low 


In spite of slight advances in price 
over a month’s period, canned fruits 
and vegetables still are lower in price 
than any other category of foods re- 

orted last night 7 the Bureau of 
abor Statistics in cost of livin 
index for August. This was poin 
out by the Association in a press re- 
lease sent to newspaper and wire 
services, some 200 metro * dailies 
and to State secretarie “Canned 
and dried fruits and —— ad- 
vanced fractionally” over the July 
index of 157.7, the BLS said. The 
average retail price of all cost of liv- 
ing items rose to 174.5 percent of 
prewar, and the index for all foods 
was reported at 216.6. 


Price Story Told in Papers 
Having 1,807,600 Circulation 


Newspaper clippings received by the 
Association since issuance of “A Story 
Worth the Telling!”, the INFORMATION 
Lerrer front-page reprint designed to 
facilitate publication of canned foods 
price publicity in local newspapers, re- 
veal that since August 28 the favor- 
able price position of canned foods 
on today’s market has been publi- 
cized in newspapers having a total cir- 
culation of 1,807,600. This does not 
count trade paper circulation. 


This computation was made this 
week after receipt of a number of 
clippings from large metropolitan area 
papers. A number of these clippings 
was supplied by the National Food 
Brokers Association, which has col- 
lected them from its members who also 
presented copies of the August 28 re- 
print to their local editors. 


The New York Journal of Com- 
meree, circulation 38,012, which al- 
ready had reproduced the N.C.A. price 
story in full, has again called atten- 
tion to the fact that canned fruits 
und vegetables are least expensive of 
all foods, and has noted that the As- 
sociation “is enlisting the active co- 
operation of all factors in the food in- 
dustry to publicize the attractive price 
position of canned foods.” 


The price position of canned foods 
also has been called to the attention of 
responsible personnel within the A&P 


(Please turn to page 324) 


Lowell B. Mason of FTC 
To Be Convention Speaker 


The Honorable Lowell B. Mason of the Federal Trade Commission 
has accepted the invitation of President Howard T. Cumming to be 
one of three principal speakers at the Opening General Session at 
the 1949 Annual Convention of the National Canners Association. 
His address is scheduled for Monday morning, January 17, at the 
Municipal Auditorium at Atlantic City. Negotiations are under- 
way for the other two speakers for the Opening Session as well as 
for other speakers for the Canners Convention, booked for January 


14 to 20, 1949. Announcements 
as to these other speakers and 
program details will be made as 
soon as acceptances are final. 


Mr. Mason, an Illinois Republican, 
was appointed to the FTC by Presi- 
dent Truman in 1945, He was de- 
scribed in the May issue of The 
American Magazine as “the great dis- 
senter of the Federal Trade Commis- 
sion... . He has made a slogan out 
of the terse phrase with which he in- 
variably ends his dissenting opinions: 
‘I am against it.’” Mr. Mason has 
stated publicly that “there are many 
things wrong with the way FTC ad- 
ministers the laws pertaining to com- 
merce.” (Please turn to page 323) 


Bureau of Standards Reports 
Progress in Can Size Program 


Although the Commodity Standards 
Division of the National Bureau of 
Standards has received acceptances of 
the Proposed Revision of Simplified 
Practice Recommendation R155-40 
from a great many canners, those who 
have not responded are urged by the 
Association to do so in the near future. 

The program for revising SPR 
155-40, incorporating the recommenda- 
tions approved by the N.C.A. Board of 
Directors last January, was submitted 
by the National Bureau of Standards 
to fruit and vegetable canners on 
July 13, 1948. 

Fruit and vegetable canners who 
have not acknowledged the July 13 
letter will receive under date of Sep- 


(Please turn to page 323) 
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Foremost Experts To Attend 
N.C.A. Pea Aphis Conference 


Panels headed by some of the na- 
tion’s foremost authorities on pea 
aphis control are scheduled for the 
pea aphis conference to be held in Chi- 
cago October 7-8 under the chairman- 
ship of Dr. C. H. Mahoney, Director 
of the Association’s Raw Products 
Bureau. The meetings will be held in 
the South Ball Room of the Stevens 
Hotel. 


Plans call for three panel discus- 
sions, each with a discussion leader. 
The opening panel will be composed 
of canners and canners fieldmen, who 
will describe their difficulties and suc- 
cesses in controlling pea aphis this 
past season. This panel will be headed 
by Dr. C. G. Woodbury, formerly Di- 
rector of the Raw Products Bureau. 
It is hoped that canners present will 
contribute to the discussion. 


The next panel will be headed by Dr. 
W. H. White, in charge of truck crop 
investigations of the U. S. Department 
of Agriculture, who has directed 
USDA’s research on pea aphis. Speak- 
ers on this panel will be USDA ento- 
mologists who will present interesting 
information on various aspects of the 
pea aphis problem. 

The third panel will be made up of 
State Experiment Station entomolo- 
gists who have been working on pea 
aphis control. Dr. Floyd Andre, di- 
rector of the Wisconsin Experiment 
Station, will lead discussion by State 
entomologists on their experiences and 
results in pea aphis control. The dis- 
cussion leaders then will summarize 
pertinent information available from 
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Experiment Station projects. Dr. H. 
L. Haller, eminent authority on the 
chemistry of insecticides, is scheduled 
to be present to discuss this work and 
answer questions from the floor. 


A committee of canners and re- 
search workers will be appointed from 
the conference to summarize and eval- 
uate the results of the first day’s dis- 
cussion and to present their findings 
to the entire conference the following 
morning for consideration. 


Canners are urged to attend this 
conference or to send their staff mem- 
hers in charge of pea aphis control, 
since it is hoped that some definite 
recommendations for control in 1949 
may be evolved as a result of the dis- 
cussions. 


PERSONNEL 


Sally Strong Married 


Miss Sally Strong, secretary to the 
Information Division since June, 1946, 
whose work in the Association and in 
the press room at annual conventions 
brought her into contact with many 
canners, was married on September 18 
and became Mrs. Edward Donnelly. 
Her husband works with a group 
health insurance plan in Washington. 


Miss Simpson Joins Campbell's 


The Campbell Soup Co. has an- 
nounced that Miss Josephene Simpson 
has joined the Company’s staff as home 


economist. She will undertake recipe 
development and consumer service 
work for all Campbell, Franco-Ameri- 
can, and V-8 products. 


Association Officers 


California Fish Canners Association 


New officers of the California Fish 
Canners Association, Inc., are M. D. 
Marsh, president; John V. Morris, vice 
president; R. H. Beaton, executive 
vice president and general manager; 
and Charles A. Winkler, secretary- 
treasurer. 


National Shrimp Canners Association 


Officers of the National Shrimp Can- 
ners Association reelected recently at 
the annual meeting are T. B. Hol- 
combe, president; C. M. Carriere, vice 
president; A. O. Soares, vice presi- 
dent; and Leonora Decuers, secretary- 
treasurer. 


information Letter 


Fred Drew Visits N.C.A. 


Fred M. Drew, of San Jose, Calif., 
former First Vice President of the Na- 
tional Canners Association, called re- 
cently at Association offices in Wash- 
ington, while on a transcontinental 
motor tour of the country with Mrs. 
Drew. Mr. Drew has not been active 
in the canning business or Association 
affairs since ill health forced his re- 
tirement about four years ago, but his 
many contributions to N.C.A. and the 
industry as a Director and Committee- 
man during the war are well re- 
membered. 


Swift & Co. Represented in ECA 


The appointment of Dr. Henry B. 
Arthur, economist of Swift & Co., Chi- 
cago, as chief of the Economic Coop- 
eration Administration’s office of pro- 
gram review and recovery progress 
was announced in Paris September 11. 
Dr. Arthur’s first major concern wil! 
be the review of the first annual pro- 
gram to be submitted by the Organiza- 
tion for European Economic Coopera- 
tion (OEEC). 


Home Economist at Kroger’s 


Jeanne Paris recently joined the 
Kroger Food Foundation as head of its 
Home Economics Department, the 
Kroger organization has announced. 
As chief home economist at the Foun- 
dation, Miss Paris will be known as 
Jean Allen, the name associated with 
this position for many years. 


NEW ASSOCIATION MEMBERS 


The following firms have been ad- 
mitted into membership in the Asso- 
ciation since July 31, 1948: 

Aurora Packing Co., P. O. Box 176, 

Cordova, Alaska 
B. & B. Packing Co., P. O. Box 444, 

Anchorage, Alaska 
Cronk Brothers, P. O. Box 195, Cor- 

dova, Alaska 
D & D Foods Co., P. O. Box 58, Wenat- 

chee, Wash. 
Ruben’s Packing Co., 910 Henry St., 

Wash. 


— — Wage Rate 

The minimum wage rate for the 
pineapple industry in Puerto Rico 
under the Fair Labor Standards Act 
is 18 cents, according to the Wage and 
Hour Division of the Labor Depart- 
ment. 


STATISTICS 


1948 Canned Asparagus Pack 


The 1948 pack of canned asparagus 
totaled 3,698,035 actual cases, equiva- 
lent to 3,620,000 cases basis 24/2’s, 
according to the Association’s Division 
of Statistics. The 1947 pack totaled 
3,916,356 actual cases, equivalent to 
3,833,000 cases basis 24/2’s. 


Details of the 1948 pack of canned 
asparagus by States, with compari- 
sons, are as follows: 


1948 Asparagus Pack Compared with 1947 


1047 
White AllGreen White All Green 
Actual Cases Actual Cases 


-» 1,165,020 2,751,836 1,003,238 2,604,797 


California figures are — by the California 
Asparagus Advisory Boa 


MEETINGS 


Maine Canners Association 


The annual meeting of the Maine 
Canners Association will be held De- 
cember 6 at the Falmouth Hotel, 
Portland, it has been announced by 
F. Webster Browne, secretary-treas- 
urer. 


Tennessee-Kentucky Canners 


The Tennessee-Kentucky Canners 
Association will hold its annual meet- 
ing February 14 and 15 at the Andrew 
Jackson Hotel, Nashville, Tenn., ac- 
ording to C. Hays Hollar, secretary- 
treasurer. 


Pacific Fisheries Convention 


The 35th annual convention of the 
Association of Pacific Fisheries and 
the Northwest Branch of the National 
Canners Association will be held at 
the Empress Hotel, Victoria, B. C., 
November 6. A. W. Wittig, president 
of the Association of Pacific Fisheries, 
in announcing the convention, said 
that the annual golf tournament will 
be held on Novemoer 4 and 5. 
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September 25, 1948 


Invitations to Bid 


0 rtermaster Purchasing Offices—111 

t 16th Street, New York 3%, N. X.; 
1819 West Pershing Road, Chicago 9, ty; 1— 
land Army Base, Oakla nd 14, Calif. 

Branch). 
Veterans Admi ti t Divi- 
sion, Building, Wash- 

ington 26, D. C. 

The L Public Contracts Act will 
y to all ope alter the date 
ef qward the of 6 

tract is $10,000 or over. 

The Army has invited sealed bids to furnish 
the following : 

CANNED PRactins—21,370 dozen No. 34 — 
66,002 dozen No. 10 cans. Bids due at 
under serial No. QM-04-493-49-73 by Sept. 27. 

CANN®SD PRacngs—80,538 dozen No. 10 cans. 
Bids due at Oakland under — No. QM-04- 
493-49-78 by Sept. 27. 

OnaNan Juice — 12 — 
No, 2 or 37,762 dozen 46-02. en ids due 
under serial No. QM-11-183-49-844 

pt 

Con CARNB—200,000 pounds in 6 
. cans. Bids due at 8 under serial N 

QM-11- 183-49-807 by Sept. 

TomATO Purse-—10,500 No. 

Bids due at Chicago under serial No. ances 183- 
49-262 by Sept. 28. 

Tomato Purnse—13,450 dozen No, 2 and 780 
dozen No. 10 cans. Bids due at Chicago under 
serial No, QM-11-183-49-296 by Sept. 28. 


CANNED TOMATORS—125,000 dozen No. 2 cans, 
Bide due at Chicago under serial No, QM-1i- 
183-49-298 by Sept. 29. 

CANNED each of 
boned chicken and turkey, in B 
due at Chieago under serial No. QM-11-188-49- 
286 by Sept. 29 

PickLes (sweet)—1,859 dozen No, 10 cans, 
Bids due at Chicago under serial No. QM-11- 
183-409-346 by Sept. 30. 

PickLes AND Pickie Rewisn—quantities of 
cucumber, dill, and sweet 12 and pickle 
relish, in No, 10 cans, Bids due at Chi 
under serial No. QM-11-183-49-337 by Sept. 

Tomato Juice—1156,000 dozen 46-02. and 60,- 
400 dozen No, 2 cans. Bids due at Chicago 
under serial No, QM-11-183-49-295 by Oct, 1. 

Tomato Juice—6,108 dozen No. 10 cans and 
1,000 dozen No. 2 cans. Bids due at Chicago 
under serial No, QM-11-183-49-299 by Oct. 1. 

CANNED Conn—40,596 dozen No. 2 and 22,- 
150 dozen No, 10 cans. Bids due at Chicago 
under serial No. QM 11-183-49-328 by Oct. 5. 


CANNED 120 dosen No. 
2 and 11,914 dozen No. 10 cans, Bids due at 
Gakiand under serial No. QM-04-493-49-79 by 
det 


Army Contract Awards 


The following contract awards for 
canned foods have been announced: 


Canned Carrots 
(Awarded by Chieago, Bid No, QM-11-183-49-883) 
Quantity (doz.) Price F. O. B. Point 
8,564 No. 10% 64.80 »Mountain View, Calif. 
11,134.No.2(e) 1.275 Mountain View, Calif. 
5,702 No. 10(d) 4.41 *Mountain View, Calif. 
7,414No,2(d) 1.15 *Mountain View, Calif. 


(Awarded by Chicago, Bid No. QM-11-183-49-128) 
Quantity (doz.) Price F. O. B. Point 

46,466 No. 2(e) $1.3347 *Mountain View, Calif. 

16,000 No. 2(e) 1.33 New Cumberland, Pa. 

10,000 No. 2(e) 1.38 Memphis, Tenn. 


Canned Pears 
No awards were made by Oakland under Bid 
No, QM-04-493-49-23, 


Mason To Be Convention Speaker 
(Concluded from page 321) 


The Federal Trade Commission was 
created by Congress in 1914. It is a 
five-man administrative tribunal whose 
legal functions include prevention of 
“unfair” methods of competition and 
“unfair or deceptive” trade practices, 
and of certain violations of the Clay- 
ton act relating to price conspiracies. 
Its economic functions include general 
investigations and economic studies of 
domestic industry and interstate and 
foreign commerce. 


“Two points for which Commissioner 
Mason especially has crusaded,” The 
American Magazine said, “are (1) 
the allowing of some reasonable lati- 
tude to business concerns in making 
special prices to meet competition, and 
(2) some common sense in interpreting 
the regulations on advertising.” 


Mr. Mason, 55, is one of the two 
Republican members on the Commis- 
sion. Born in Chicago, he was edu- 
cated at Northwestern University and 
practiced law in Illinois. He served as 
a member of the Illinois Senate from 
1922 to 1980. His service in Wash- 
ington has included duties as counsel 
to the Senate Judiciary subcommittee 
investigating NRA, 1935, and as coun- 
sel, Senate Interstate Commerce sub- 
committee, 1936. 


He stated some of his views on the 
FTC’s activities in an article entitled 
“Let’s Stop Kicking Business Around,” 
which appeared in The American 
Magazine in May. He wrote: 


“I have two purposes in mind: The 
immediate one is to try to bring a little 
more common sense into the refereeing 
of the continual cops-and-robbers 
game between the Government and 
business. We're getting somewhere on 
this point. 


“The second purpose is to sell Con- 
gress the idea of a new law which will 
set up machinery for calling an indus- 
try-wide trade- practice conference, 
whenever it has been reasonably estab- 
lished by responsible officials that un- 
fair business practices are prevalent 
within that industry. 


“The confusion about the laws of 
commerce has become so universal that 
it imperils our American system of 
free competition. I am inclined to 
think the error has grown far too big 
for a few superbrains in Washington 
to remedy. It is time for industry to 
stop its timid leaning on the Govern- 
ment and to develop some moral self- 
reliance and leadership of its own. 
And it is up to the Government to help 
by shifting this public responsibility 
to the shoulders of private industry, 
ice as fast as businessmen can take 


Make Your Convention 
Train Reservations Early 


R. C. Caldwell, Division Passenger 
Agent of the Pennsylvania Railroad, 
has advised the Association that his 
company desires to render every pos- 
sible service to those attending the 
N.C.A. Convention in Atlantic City, 
N. J., January 14-20, 1949. Best serv- 
ice will be obtained, he states, if mem- 
bers will make their train reserva- 
tions, both ways, at the earliest pos- 
sible date. This will assist all car- 
riers, not only the Pennsylvania Rail- 
road, to program available equipment 
appropriately so that it will do the 
best possible job. 

It is anticipated that there will be a 
heavy demand for pullman space of all 
kinds against a limited availability. 
It will help all concerned, if members 
get their space requests in early. 

Principal Pennsylvania Railroad 
trains from and to all points have con- 
nections at North Philadelphia, Pa., 
with Penn-Reading Seashore Rail- 
road trains to and from Atlantic City, 
but there is no through daily service 
to Atlantic City from Pennsylvania 
Railroad gateways (New York City 
excepted). Consequently through cars 
can be arranged only when traffic vol- 
ume warrants. 

Help the railroads to help you. Get 
your request for space in at the earli- 
est possible date. 


Progress in Can Size Program 
(Concluded from page 321) 


tember 28 the following request for 
cooperation from the Commodity 
Standards Division: 


“On July 18, 1948, we mailed to you 
for your consideration a co y of the 
Proposed Revision of Simplified Prac- 
tice Recommendation R155-40, Cans 
for Fruits and Vegetables. 


“This proposed list of recommended 
standard sizes of cans was worked out 
by a committee of the National Can- 
ners Association, and was submitted 
to all canners at the request of the As- 
sociation. 


“A long list of canners have already 
returned acceptances of the proposed 
revision and if your — 1 is one 
of these you may disregard this letter. 


“If, on the other hand, you have not 
returned an acceptance or your com- 
ments and suggestions we hope to hear 
from you in the near future. 


“Your cooperation in connection 
with this program of the industry to 

establish a simplified list of sizes for 
cans will be appreciated.” 


Information Letter 


LABELING 


Better Canned Food Labels 
To Be Subject of N.C.A. Movie 


The N.C.A. Labeling Committee is 
well underway with the production of 
a color motion picture with sound on 
the subject of better canned food 
labels. 

The film, which will be completed 
not later than November 1, explains 
how the N.C.A.’s labeling program has 
been developed and is well illustrated 
with example labels showing the prac- 
tical application of the Committee's 
recommendations. 


Until this time the Committee's 
work on developing labeling recom- 
mendations has been done steadily but 
quietly. Several years’ use of the 
labeling on a very considerable num- 
ber of canners and distributors’ labels 
has proven the program practical and 
acceptable. 


The Committee concluded that the 
time has come to spread, as widely 
as possible, an understanding of the 
importance of labels in general and 
of adequate labeling in particular. 
After a careful review of all feasible 
methods, a motion picture appeared 
the most effective and economical 
method. The picture is primarily for 
the trade—canners, wholesalers, re- 
tailers and other distributors. Dupli- 
cate copies will be available for ship- 
ping wherever they may be shown. 

The film is already booked for most 
of the State and regional fall and 
winter meetings. 


Canned Foods Price Publicity 
(Concluded from page 321) 


food store chain, and they have been 
instructed to promote canned food 
sales. 

A. W. Vogt, head of the A&P mid- 
dle western office, with headquarters 
in Milwaukee, wrote all directors of 
sales, sales managers, directors of pur- 
chases, buyers, and the Los Angeles 
and Seattle units about promotion 
plans for the nationwide campaign on 
canned peas, October 18 to November 
13, and added: 

“Many canned food items are out- 
standing bargains in relation to other 
foods and wherever it’s consistent and 
convenient should be exploited.” 

The Association this week received 
clippings from the following news- 
papers which publicized the favorable 
price position of canned foods. Circu- 


lation figures are shown in paren- 
theses. 

Walla Walla, Wash., Union Bulletin 
(15,580) published the N.C.A. story in 
full. It had been given to the editor 
by R. D. Lockard, plant superintend- 
ent for Libby, McNeill & Libby. 

Portland Oregon Journal (198,595) 
used all of the price story in a column 
by Robert A. Holley, market editor, 
entitled “Market Basket.” The story 
was attributed to the fruit and vege- 
table canners of the Pacific North- 
west. 

Also, Syracuse Herald-Journal 
(118,557), Savannah, Ga., Morning 
News (43,693), Lexington, Ky., Herald 
(26,286), Evansville, Ind., Courier 
(52,895), Davenport Iowa, The Daily 
Times (28,275) ; 

The Mobile Register, Mobile, Ala. 
(37,833), Daily Dispatch, Moline, III. 
(23,833), The Rock Island Argus, 
Rock Island, III. (24,873), Omaha, 
Nebr., World-Herald (228,000), Du- 
luth, Minn., Herald (32,287) ; 

Belvidere, III., Republican (3,936), 


Columbus, Ohio, Dispatch (150,600), 
Westfield Republican, Westfield, N. Y. 
Ore., Eagle 


(1,900), 
(1,700). 


Standards for Fresh Oranges 


United States standards for grades 
of fresh oranges, as promulgated by 
PMA, were published in the Federal 
Register of September 4. 


and Milton, 


HOME ECONOMICS 


Booklet on Canning Industry 
Revised for Use in Education 


A revised edition of The Story of 
the Canning Industry, which was 
brought up-to-date by the Home Eco- 
nomics Division, came off the presses 
and was mailed to members this week. 


Issued first in 1936, The Story of 
the Canning Industry contains general 
information about the industry, but 
consists primarily of an extensive list 
of references for use in various fields 
of education, such as economics, sci- 
ence, and vocational skills. 


The booklet has been in steady de- 
mand. It has been completely revised 
and rewritten to include up-to-date in- 
formation on nutrition and other de- 
velopments of the industry. 


The new volume will be distributed 
by the Home Economics Division in 
response to the many requests it re- 
ceives from teachers and students for 
general background information about 
canned foods. Copies are being mailed 
to school libraries and persons in edu- 
cational work, as well as to persons 
who have requested them. 

The booklet has been listed in a 
number of professional publications as 
reference material about the canning 
industry. 
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